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AN 
Horoatcar and CRITICAL 
ACCOUNT 
OF 


HUGH PETERS. 


- 


UG H Peters 4 a } born in (a) Chief. 


ly extracted 


| the Year 1 599, Was the from a dying 


Father's laſt 
Son of conſiderable Parents, of Lwacyts an 


only Child; 


Foy in Cornwal. His Father «Mr _#«25 


Peters's Ad- 


was a Merchant; his Mother of pa © 


the ancient Family of the Tre fa, 
5 [4] of Place in that Town. 
He 


[A] The ancient Family of the Tref- 
fys, of Place.) Thus the Name is 
ſpelt in Peters's laſt Legacy: But the 
fame Family was lately, if it 1s not 
now in Being, in the ſame Houſe, whoſe 
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An Hiſtorical and Critical 


He was ſent to Cambridge at 
fourteen Years of Age ; where, 
being placed in Trinity College, 
he took the Degree of Batchelor 
of Arts in 1616, and of Maſter 
in 1622, He was licenſed by 
Dr. Mountain, Biſhop of Lon- 
don, and preached at Sepulchre's 


with great Succeſs, [B] Meet- 


Ing 


Name is always, I think, ſpelled Tref- 
fry. However, from hence it is very 


apparent, that Peterss Parentage, by 


the Mother, was very conſiderable. 
For the Antiquity of the Family 1s 
known to moſt ; nor does it yield in 
Gentility to any of the Corni/h; which 
is no mean Character in the Eyes of 
thoſe who value themſelves on Birth 
and Deſcent. 

[B] Preached at Sepulchre's with 
great Succeſs. | His Account of his 
coming to Sepulchre's, and the Succeſs 
that he met with, will let us ſee ſome- 


Pets thing of the Man. (a) © To Sepulchre's 


* 0 * 
4 * A Vs 
21. 


* © I was brought by a very ſtrange Pro- 


© yidence, 


Account of Hugh Peters. 


ing with ſome Trouble on the 
Account 


eee 0 


vidence; for preaching before at an- 
other Place, and a young Man receiv- 
ing ſome Good, would not be ſatis- 
fed, but I muſt preach at Sepulebre's, 
once monthly, for the Good of his 
Friends. In which he got his End 
(if I might not ſhew Vanity) and he 
allowed thirty Pounds per Ann. to that 
Lecture; but his Perſon unknown to 


me. He was a Chandler, and died a 


good Man, and Member of Parlia- 
ment. At this Lecture the Reſort 
grew fo great, that it contracted Envy 
and Anger ; though I believe above 
a hundred every Week were per- 
ſuaded from Sin to Chriſt : There 
were fix or {even-thouſand Hearers, 
and the Circumſtances fit for ſuch 
good Work.” Great Succeſs this ! 


and what few Preachers are bleſſed with. 
But ſome, I know, would attribute this 
to Enthuſiaſm, which is very conta- 
gious, and produces ſurpriſing, though 
not laſting Effects. However this be, 


it is no Wonder Envy and Anger were 


contracted 


6 


An Hiſtorical and Critical 
Account of his Nonconformity, 


[C] he went to Holland, where 
| he 


_—_——_ 


contracted by it. For Church Gover- 
nors are wont to diſlike popular Preach- 
ers, eſpecially when they ſet themſelves 
to teach in a Manner different from 
them,—— I will only remark further, 
that Peters was as great a Converter as 
our modern Methodiſts. 

[C] Trouble on the Account of bis 
Nonconformity.| Never was there any 
Thing in the World more inconſiſtent 
with Chriſtianity or good Policy than 
Perſecution for Conſcience Sake. Yet, 
ſuch was the Madneſs of the Prelates, 
during the Reigns of the Stuarts, as to 
harraſs and diſtreſs Men moſt cruelly, 
merely on Account of Nonconformity 
to Eccleſiaſtical Ceremonies, Laud was 
an arch Tyrant this Way, 'as is known 
to all acquainted with our Hiſtories ; 
nor were Wren and others much inferior 


to him. The very Spirit of Tyranny 


actuated their Breaſts, and made them 
feared and loathed whilſt living, cauſed 
them to be abhorred ſince dead, and 


will 


Account of Hugh Peters. 


will render them infamous throughout 
all Generations. I can add nothing to 
what Locke and Bayle have ſaid on the 
Reaſonableneſs and Equity of Tolera- 
tion: To them ] will refer thoſe, who 
have any Doubts about it. Only as to 
the popular Objections of its being in- 
conſiſtent with the Good of the State, 
and the Wars and Tumults occaſioned 
by it, Iwill beg Leave to obſerve, that 
it is evident to a Demonſtration, that 
thoſe Communities are morè happy in 
which the greateſt Number of Sects 
abound. Holland, the Free Cities of 
Germany, and England, ſince the Re- 
volution, prove the Truth of my Aſ- 
ſertion, And I will venture, without 
pretending to the Spirit of Prophecy, 
to affirm, that, whenever the Sef7s in 
England ſhall ceaſe, Learning and Li- 
berty will be no more amongſt us. So 
that, inſtead of ſuppreſſing, we ought 
to wiſh their Increaſe. For they are 
Curbs to the State Clergy, excite a Spi- 
rit of Emulation, and occaſion a De- 
cency and Regularity of Behaviour a- 
mong them, which they would, pro- 
bably, be otherwiſe Strangers to. 


And 
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8 An Hiſtorical and Critical 
And for Civil Wars about Reli- 


gion; they are ſo far from ariſing from fro 
Toleration, that, for the moſt Part, Ve 
they are the Effect of the Prince's Im- Gd 


Prudence: Hie muſt needs (ſays an 


* indiſputable Judge) have unſeaſona- int 
bly favoured one Sect, at the Expence to 
of another: He muſt either have too ANC 
much promoted, or too much diſ- ing 
couraged the public Exerciſe of cer- 7 

tain Forms of Worſhip: He muſt wy 
have added Weight to Party-quarrels, Wa 
which are only tranſient Sparks of W 
Fire, when the Sovereign does not 2 
interfere, but become Conflagrations lair 
when he foments them. To main- pre 


tain the Civil Goverment with Vi- 
gour, to grant every Man a Liberty It 
of Conſcience, to act always like a 


A A A A A - A A * A * A A A A * A A 


King, and never to put on the Prieſt, pre 

is the ſure Means of preſerving a in 

State from thoſe Storms and Hurri- * 

canes, which the dogmatical Spirit of of 

Divines is continually labouring to pl 

1/2 4s © conjure up.” (a) Had Charles the Firſs - a 

Eig. Trax, had the Wiſdom and Prudence of this th 
9 32%, great Writer, he never had plunged his 5 

Kingdoms into the Miſeries of a Civil M 


War; nor by hearkening to his Chap- 
| lains, 


Account of Hugh Peters. 


he was five or ſix Years [CC]; 
from whence he removed to 
New - England, and, after re- 
ſiding there ſeven Years, was ſent 
into England by that Colony, 
to mediate for Eaſe in Cuſtoms 
and Exciſe. The Civil War be- 
ing then on Foot, he went into 
Treland, and upon his Return, 
was entertained by the Earl of 


Warwick, Sir Thomas Fairfax, 


lains, refuſed Terms which would have 
prevented his unhappy Cataſtrophe. 
[CC] Where be was five or fix Years.) 
It ſeems that he behaved himſelf ſo 
well, during his Stay in Holland, as to 
procure great Intereſt and Reputation 


in that Country ; for, being afterwards 


in Treland, and ſeeing the great Diſtreſs 
of the poor Proteſtants, that had been 
plundered by the 1r:/þ Rebels, he went 
into Holland, and procured about thirty- 
thouſand Pounds to be ſent from thence 
into Ireland for their Relief. Lidlow's 


Memoirs, Vol. III. p. 75. 
B and 
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10 An Hiſtorical and Critical 


and Oliver Cromwell, afterwards 
Protector [D. He was much 
valued 


— 


[Di] Entertained by the Earl of War- 
wi'k, Sir Thomas Fairfax, and Oliver 
Cromwell.] Mr. Wypitlock ſhall be my 

(«) hi- Voucher for this. (@) Mr. Peters, ſays 
_ 1 $2, he, gave a large Relation to the Com- 
Lord. 1732» mons, of all the Buſineſs of Lyme, where 

he was with the Earl of Warwick, 

(5) Ibid. Again, ( Mr. Peters, who brought 
1 up Letters from Sir Thomas Fairfax, 

was called into the Houſe, and made a 
large Relation of the particular Paſſages 
in the Taking of Bridgwater. And 

(% bia. (c. Mr. Peters was called into the Houſe, 
+ 77 and gave them a particular Account of 

the Siege of Briſtol; — and he preſſed 
the Deſire of Sir Thomas Fairfax to have 


(4) Ibid. Recruits ſent him. Cd) Letters brought 


© 73% by Mr. Peters, from Lieutenant-Ge- 


neral Cromwell, concerning the Taking 
Wincheſter Caſtle ; after which he was 

called in, and gave a particular Relation 

% Ibid, of it.— (e) He came from the Army to 
?.139- the Houſe, and made them a Narration 
of the Storming and Taking of Dart- 

mouth, 


Account of Hugh Peters. 
valued by the Parliament, and 
improved his Intereſt with them 
in the Behalf of the unfortu- 
nate. [E] He was very zeal- 


OUS 


— * — ** FEI 


mouth, and of the Valour, Unity, and 
Affection of the Army, and preſented 
ſeveral Letters, Papers, Crucifixes, and 
other Popiſh Things taken in the Town. 
It is plain from theſe Quotations, 
that Peters muſt have been in Favour 
with the Generals, and that he muſt 
have made ſome conſiderable Figure in 
the Tranſactions of thoſe Times. It is 
not improbable that the Diſtinction with 
which he was treated by them, attached 
him ſo firmly to their Intereſt, that in 
the End it coſt him his Life. 

[LE] Improved his Intereſt with them 
in the Behalf of the unfortunate.) * At 
his Trial he averred he had a Certificate 
under the Marchioneſs of Worceſter's 
Hand, beginning with theſe Words : 
1 do here teſlify, that in all the Suffer- 
ings of my Huſband, Mr. Peters was my 
great Friend, And added he, I have 


B 2 here 


11 


tl 1 
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lous and active in their Cauſe, 
and had Preſents made him, 

: and an Eſtate given him by 
them | F]. 


CENT 


here a Seal (and then produced it) 
that the Earl of Norwich gave me to 
keep for his Sake, for ſaving his Life, 
which I will keep as long as I live 
(4) Eaact (a).“ And how great the Opinion 


al Account was of his Intereſt with the Perſons 
of the Regi- in Power, we find from the followin 
475. 166. Words in a Letter addreſſed to Secre- 
p- 73. Zary Nicholas, March 8, 1648. Mr. 
Peters preſenting Yeſterday Hamil- 
ton's Petition to the Speaker, made 
| many believe he at laſt would eſcape 
(5)Ormnd's (). Indeed, here he was unſucceſs- 


Paper b- . 
lied by ful: But his good Nature, and Rea- 


novo dineſs to oblige, were manifeſted, and 

Lend. 1739- one would have thought ſhould have 
| merited ſome Return to him when in 
Diſtreſs, 

[F] The Preſents made him, and 
an Eſtate given bim by them.] We 
find in Whithch, that he had 100 
Paunds given him, when he brought 
the News of taking Bridgwater; 50 


Pounds, 


Account of Hugh Peters. 13 5 f 


; 
Pounds, when he brought Letters from 7 
Cromwell concerning the taking Min- | 
cbeſler Caſtle ; that there was an Order Þ 
for 100 Founds a Year for him and 7 
his Heirs; and another Ordonance for 1 
200 Pounds a Year. (a) To all which g. $ the 
we may add, the Eſtate the Parliament aue beivre Wy 
gave him, mentioned in the Body of Remark [D] 1 
the Article (if it was diſtin& from the 
100 and 200 Pounds per Annum men- 
tioned by hitl ) which was Part 
of the Lord Craven's; and the Bi- 
JÞop's Books (Laud's, J ſuppoſe) va- 
lued, as he tells us, at 140 Pounds; 
and likewiſe the Pay of a Preacher 
as he could get it. () Theſe were (3) Pane, 
| handſome Rewards, and ſhew the , Jef, 
Parliament to have been no bad Maſ- 11s, 
ters. But, notwithſtanding, © he ſays, 
5 he lived in Debt, becauſe what he 
« had, others ſhared in.” From hence, 14. ,, 103, 
Generoſity, or Prodigality of Temper, 
may be inferred: But as it may as well 
be attributed to the former as to the 
latter, I know not why we ſhould not 
conſider him rather as laudable than 
culpable. Indeed, the Clergy have 
been branded for their Covetouſneſs; 
though certain it is, there have been 


{ome . 
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He aſſiſted Mr. Chaloner in his 
laſt Moments, as he afterwards 
did Sir Jon Hotham. [G] 


ſome among hw; whe” have per- 
formed as many generous, good-na- 
tured actions, as any of their ill Wil- 
lers. 
[G] He aſſiſted Mr. Chaloner and 
Sir John Hotham.] Mr. Chaloner was 
(% 5 (@) executed for what was called Wal- 
ler's Plot, an Account of which is to 
be found in the Hiſtorians of thoſe 
Times. He owned he died juſtly, 
and deſerved his Puniſhment. In Com- 
pliance with Peter's Requeſt, he ex- 
plained the Part he had had in it, and 
being defired by him, Peters prayed 
(4) Rye, with him (6) —The Buſineſs of Sir 


iſt, Collect 
Patt III. Jahn Hotham is well known. Peters 


4: 3:4" attended him on the Cc) Scaffold, and 
4%“ 169: received public Thanks on it from 
(<) Jar. him. I will tranſcribe Part of his 
I” Speech, and likewiſe of Peters's, by 
his Command, that the Reader may 

judge ſomething of his Temper and 
Behaviour. I hope, ſaid Sir John, 

God Almighty will forgive me, the 


Par- 
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Account of Hugh Peters. 


Parliament, and the Court Martial, 

and all Men that have had any Thing 
to do with my Death. And, Gen- 
tlemen, I thank this worthy Gentle- 
man (*) for putting me in Mind of 


: 
1 5 F | 


(% He wag 
hereunto 


it.— Then Mr. Peters ſpoke again moved by 
[he had before mentioned the Defire 
of Sir John, not to have many Queſ- 
tions put to him, he having fully diſ- 
covered his Mind to him and other 
Miniſters: But that he might have 
Liberty to ſpeak only what he thought 
fit concerning himſelf] and told 


the Audience, that he had ſome- 
thing further to commend unto 
them from Sir John Hotham, which 
was, that he had lived in Abun- 
dance of Plenty, his Eſtate large, 
about 2000 Pounds a Year at firit, 
and that he had gained much to it; 
that, in the Beginning of his Days, 
he was a Soldier in the Low Corr 
tries, and was at the Battle of 
Prague : That at his firſt going out 
for a Soldier, his Father ſpoke to 
him to this Effect; Son ! when the 
Crown of England lies at Stake, your 
* will have Fighting enough. That 


# be had run throygh great Hazards 


6 and 


Mr. Peters, 
ſays Rvfh.. 
worth, 


16 


(4) Id. p- 
303, $04* 
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and Undertakings ; and now com- 
ing to this End, deſired they would 
take Notice in him, of the Vanity 
of all Things here below, as Wit, 
Parts, Proweſs, Strength, Friends, 
Honour, or what elſe.” 

© Then Mr. Peters having prayed, 
c and after him Sir John, they ſung 
the 38th Pſalm; and Sir John kneel- 
© ing behind the Block, ſpent above 
© a Quarter of an Hour in private 
Prayer; after which, lying down, 
* the Executioner, at one Blow, did 
his Office (d). 

We ſee nothing here but great Ci- 
vility in Peters, and the due Diſcharge 
of his Office. Here is nothing trou- 
bleſome or impertinent, but as one 
would wiſh to have it in like Circum- 
ſtances. Let the Reader compare the 
following Account of Sir John's Be- 
haviour with Ryſhworth's, and judge 
of the Truth of the Narration, and 
the juſtneſs of the Epithet beſtowed 
on Peters. 

The poor Man (Sir Tohn Hot bam) 
appeared ſo diſpirited, that he ſpoke 
© but few Words after he came up- 
< on the Scaffold, and ſuffered his 
© ungod- 


. 


Account of Hugh Peters. 17 
He could fight [H] as well as 


pray; | 
though, 


— 


= 


ungodly Confeſſor Peters, to tell the 
People, that he had revealed himſelf 

to him, and confeſſed bis Offences 

againſt the Parliament; and ſo he 
committed his Head to the Block. 

( (os Hiſtory 
Peters, we ſee, ſaid nothing like t the grand 
his having confeſſed his Offences againſt van” 
the Parliament. This, therefore, is 5% 0% 
meer Invention, like too many other 170) 
Things to be found in this celebrated 
Hiſtory : The Charge of Interpolati- 

ons and Additions againſt which I am 

ſorry, for the noble Writer's ſake, to 

find affirmed to be groundleſs, by 

{o worthy a Man, and ſo good a Judge, 

as Mr. Birch (6).—As to the Epithet 9% Life of 
Ungodly conferred on Peters, the con- ou yh 


mong the 


We. EE KEE as. 


fiderate Reader will judge of it as u edna 
deſerves. A. 78. 


[H] Figbt as well as Pray.) Let us 
hear Whitlock, ** Mr. Peters, at the 
Beginning of the Troubles in Fe- 
% land, led a Brigade againſt the Re- 

C e bels, 
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though, perhaps, in his Capa- 
city 


„ 


cc bels, and came off with Honour and 
(a)Wiithc, c Victory (a) . So that we ſee he 
e. 42% knew how to uſe both Swords, and 
could flay and kill, as well as feed 
the ſheep; which, in the Opinion of 
Baronius, Chriſt gave Peter Authori- 
ty to exerciſe equally, as Occaſion 
(4) Bede's Might require (b). But, to be ſerious, 
ges. Long, This leading a Brigade againſt the 7- 
7635 riſb Rebels, ought not to be imputed 
to Peters as a Crime: It being equal- 
ly as juſtifiable as Archbiſhop Wil- 
liams's arming in the Civil Wars in 
England, or Dr. Walkers defending 
London-Derry, and fighting at the 
3 Battle of the Boyn (in which he glori- 
Breviate of Ouſly loſt his Life) in Teland; more 
Crues, eſpecially as the 1ri/þ againſt whom 


Cruelties, 


Murder, Peters fought, were a Blood-thirſty 


Sc. commit- 


wh the 7 Crew, who had committed (c Acts 
riſb Popi 


Rebels up-n Of Wickedneſs, hardly to be parallel- 


the Proteſ- . | 
rants, oz, ed even in the Annals of Rome Papal. 


Re Againſt ſuch Villains, therefore, it 
Part Il was meritorious to engage, and Peter- 
ol. I. p. 


405. was undeniably Praiſe-worthy. For 


there 


Account of Hugh Peters. 


city of a Preacher he was moſt 


ſerviceable to the Cauſe. [I] 


2 


— 


there are Times and Seaſons when 
the Gown muſt give Place to Arms, 
even at thoſe Times when our Laws, 
Liberties, and Religion are endanger- 
ed by ambitious, bloody, and ſuper- 
ſtitious Men. And were the Clergy 
in all Countries as much concerned 
for theſe Bleſſings as they ought, they 
would deſerve the Reverence of all 
Orders of Men. | 

[II in his Capacity of a Preacher 
he was moſt ſerviceable to the Cauſe.] 


19 


Whithck tells us, that when Sir ho- betet r. 


mas Fairfax moved for ſtorming Bridg- 
water a-new, and it was aſſented to, 
the Lord's Day before, Mr. Peters, in 
his Sermon, encouraged the Soldiers 
to the Work. And at Milford Ha- 
ven, the Country did unanimoully 
take the Engagement, and Mr. Peters 
opened the Matter to them, and did 
much encourage them to take it. 


He preached alſo in the Market place 2. 4%. 


at Torrington, and convinced many of 
their Errors in adhering to the King's 
C 2 Party. 


20 
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An Hiſtorical and Critict 
Party,—A Man of this Temper, it is 
eaſily ſeen; muſt be of great Service 
to any Party ; and ſeems to deſerve 
the Rewards he received, For in Fac- 
tions, it is the bold and daring Man, 
the Man that will ſpare no Pains, that 
is to be valued and encouraged ; and 
not the meck, the modeſt, and mo- 
derate one. A Man of Wiſdom would 
not have taken theſe Employments 
upon him, nor would a Miniſter, one 
ſhould think, who was animated by 
the meek and mercifu] Spirit of the 
Goſpel, have ſet himſelf from the 
Pulpit, to encourage the Soldiers 
to ſtorm a Town, in which his 
Brethren and Countrymen were be- 
ſieged. If ſtorming was thought ne- 
ceſſary by the Generals, they them- 
ſelves ſhould have encouraged the Sol- 
diers thereunto : But Peters, as a Mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel, ſhould have ex- 
cited them rather to ſpare the Effuſi- 
on of human Blood as much as poſ- 
ſible, and to have Compaſſion on the 
Innocent. Peters, however, was not 
ſingular in his Conduct. The immor- 
tal Chillingworth, led away with Par- 
ty Spirit, and forgetting that he os 

a Mi- 


Account of Hugh Peters. 21 
He was thought to be deeply 


concerned in the King's Death, 
and his Name has been treated 
with much Severity by Reaſon 


of it. UK s 


——_—_— — ” as —w . 


a Miniſter of the Prince of Peace, at- 
tended the King's Army before Glou-s 
ceſter; and *© obſerving that they 
% wanted Materials to carry on the 
« Siege, ſuggeſted the making of 
te ſome Engines, after the Manner of 
te the Roman Teſtudines cum pluteis 
% (a)”.—Indeed, the Divines of both (a) - 


eaux's Life 


Sides too much addicted themſelves of chilling: 
to their reſpective Parties; and were _m Ye 
too unmindful of the Duties of their 17/5," 
Function. 2 
[K] Deeply concerned in the King's f. 29. 
Death, &c.] Every one knows he ſuf- 
fered for this after the Reſtoration, He 
had Judgment paſſed on him as a Tray- 
tor, and as ſuch was executed, () and 4) 02. 
his Head afterwards ſet on a Pole on . 
Lonaon- Bridge. 
(c Burnet tells us, that he had been „( dan 
© outragious in preſſing the King's Tins, _ 


Death, with the Cruelty and Rudeneſs in 12». 


7 
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ca Bar- 
rnick's Life, 
Eng. Tranſ. 
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of an Inquiſitor.” — Dr. Barwick 
ſays, he was upon no flight Grounds 
accuſed to have been one of the King's 
Murtherers, though it could not be 
ſufficiently proved againſt him.” (a 
And we find in a Satyrical Piece, 
ſtiled Epulæ Thyeſie, printed 1649, the 
following Lines : 


A „ aA „ a 


There's Peters, the Denyer (nay *tis ſaid) 

He that (diſguis'd) cut off his Maſter's 
„ Head);) 

That Godly Pigeon of Apoſtacy 

Does buz about his Anti-Monarchy, 

His Scaffold Doctrines.“ 


One Mr. Starkey at his Trial ſwore, 
that He ſtiled the King Tyrant and 
Fool, aſſerted that he was not fit to 
* be a King, and that the Office was 
dangerous, chargeable, and uſeleſs. 

It was likewiſe ſworn on his Trial, 
that in a Sermon, a few Days before 
the King's Trial, he addreſſed himſelf 
to the Members of the two Houſes, in 
theſe Terms: (5) * My Lords, and you 
* noble Gentlemen,— It is you, we 
e chiefly look for Juſtice from. Do not 
e prefer the great Barabbas, Murtherer, 
* Tyrant and Traytor, before theſe 
«© poor Hearts (pointing to the red 

«© Coats) 
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« Coats) and the Army, who are our 
« Saviours.” 

In another Sermon before Cromwell 
and Bradſhaw, he ſaid, Here is a 
great Diſcourſe and Talk in the 
„ World; What, will ye cut off the 
* Head of a Proteſtant Prince? Turn i. King's 
e to your Bibles, and ye ſhall find it 
* there, Whoſoever ſheds Man's Blood, 
« by Man ſhall his Blood be ſhed. — 1 ſee — os 
ce neither King Charles, Prince Charles, p. DICK. 
* nor Prince Rupert, nor Prince Mau- 
rice, nor any of that Rabble excepted 
* out of it.” — Theſe and many other 
Things of the like Nature, were ſworn 
againſt him at his Trial, and notwith- 
ſtanding his Denial of the moſt Part of 
them, cauſed his Condemnation. S0 
that there ſeems pretty clear Proof of 
his Guilt, and ſufficient Reaſon for his 
Cenſure, 

Let us now hear Peters ſpeak tor 
himſelf : © I had Acceſs to the King, — 
* he uſed me civilly; I, in Requital, 
* offered my poor Thoughts three 
„Times for his Safety; I never had 
* Hand in contriving or acting his 
* Death, as I am ſcandalized, but the 


** contrary, to my mean Power.” (a) Were 
Whit 8 
* 
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Which, if true, no Wonder he ſhould 
think the Act of Indemnity would have 
included him, as well as others, as he 
declares he did, of which we ſhall ſpeak 
more hereafter. 


That he was uſeful and ſerviceable 


to the King, during his Confinement, 
there is undeniable Proof. Whithck 
writes, © that upon a Conference be- 


cc 
cc 


a2) Whit << 
loct, P. 370. cc 


(b) Don- * 
han's Epiſt. 
Dedicat. to 


tween the King and Mr. Hugh Peters, 
and the King deſiring one of his own 
Chaplains might be permitted to 
come to him, for his Satisfaction in 
ſome Scruples of Conſcience, Dr. 
Fuxon, Biſhop of London, was or- 
dered to go to his Majeſty.” (a) And 
Sir John Denham, being entruſted by 
the Queen, to deliver a Meſlage to 
his Majeſty, who, at that Time, was 
in the Hands of the Army, by Hugh 
Peters's Aſſiſtance, he got Admit- 
tance to the King.“ (b) 

Theſe were conſiderable Services, and 


Cari: 1. of could hardly have been expected from 


his Poems, 


fecond Eedi- a Man, who was outragious in preſſing 


tion, 1671, 


the King's Death, with the Cruelty and 


Rudeneſs of an Inquiſitor, 


And as to what was ſaid of his being 


ſuppoſed to bes the King's Executioner, 


one, 


Accoumt of Hugh Peters. 


one, who was his Servant, depoſed on 


his Trial, that he kept his Chamber, be- 


ing ſick, on the Day the King ſuffered : 
And no Streſs was laid by the King's 
Council on the Suſpicions uttered a- 
gainſt him on this Head. So that, in 
all Reaſon, Dr. Barwick ſhould have 
forborn ſaying, That he was upon na 
* flight Grounds accuſed to have been 
ce one of the King's Murtherers.“ 

Certain it is, he too much fell in with 
the Times, and, like a true Court Chap- 
lain, applauded and juſtified what his 
Maſters did, or tended to do ; though 
he himſelf might be far enough from 
. urging them before-hand to do it. He 
would perhaps have been pleaſed, if 
the King and Army had come to an 
Agreement : But as that did not hap- 
pen, he ſtack cloſe to his Party, and 
would not leave defending their moſt 
iniquitous Behaviour, 


Which Conduct is not peculiar to. 


Peters. Charles the Fir/t, at this Day, 
is ſpoke of as the beſt, not only of Men, 
but of Kings ; and the Parliament 1s 
ſaid to have acted right in oppoſing his 
Tyranny, and likewiſe in bringing him 
to the Block, by the ſtaunch Party- 

D men 
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He was appointed one of 
the Triers for the Miniſtry. | L 
An 


men of each Side reſpectively. No 
Wickedneſs is owned, no Errors are 
acknowledged on the one Part, nor is 
there any ſuch Thing to be granted as 
Wiſdom or Honeſty on the other.— 
Theſe are the Men that often turn the 
World upſide down, and ſpirit up Mobs, 
Tumults and Seditions, till at Length 
they become quite contemptible, and 
perhaps undergo the Fate allotted to 
Folly and Villainy. 

[I] One of the Triers for the Mini- 
ſiry.] Theſe were Men appointed by 
Cromwell, to try the Abilities of all En- 
trants into the Miniſtry, and likewiſe 
the Capacity of ſuch others, as were 
preſented, or invited to new Places. 
Butler, according to his Manner, has 
repreſented their Buſineſs in a ludicrous 
Light, in the following Lines : 


% Whoſe Buſineſs is, by cunning Slight, 


« To caſt a Figure for Men's L:gbt ; 
* To find in Lines of Beard and Face, 


The Phyſiognomy of Grace; 
| «© And 


& a YR 
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* And by the Sound and I wang of Noſe, 
ce If all be ſound within diſcloſe; 
* Free from a Crack or Flaw of Sinning, 
As Men try Pipkins by the Ringing,” 
Hudib. Canto IId. 


However, jeſting a- part, it muſt be 
owned, the Thing in itſelf was good 
enough: But inſtead of examining thoſe 
who came before them in Languages, 
Divinity, and more eſpecially Morality, 

Things of the higheſt Importance, one 

ſhould think ; they uſed to aſk them, 

whether they bad ever any Experience of 

a Work of Grace on their Hearts? (a) («) tin''s 

And according as they could anſwer oo 2 = 

hereunto, were they received or re- g, 1724 

jetted, — How much more intelligible 

would it have been, to have enquired, 

whether they were © blameleſs, Huſbands 

« of one Wife, vigilant, ſober, of good 

& Behaviour, given to Hoſpitality, apt 

© fo teach, not given to Mine, no Strikers, 

« not greedy of filthy Lucre, Patient, 

% not Bracolers, not covetous? Whether 

“ they ruled well their own Houſes, and 

ce had a good Report of them which were 

ce without?” (b) 1 ſay, how much % Tim, 

more intelligible and important, would © © 
D 2 theſe 
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theſe Queſtions have been, yea, how 
much eaſier and more certainly deter- 
mined, than that above-mentioned ? 
But it 1s a very long Time ago, that 
theſe were the Qualifications required 
and expected from Clergymen : For 
Ages paſt, Subſcription to doubtful Ar- 
ticles of Faith, Declarations very am- 
biguous, or moſt difficult to be made 
by underſtanding Minds, or the Shib- 
boleth of the prevailing Party in the 
Church, have been the Things required 
and inſiſted on. Whence it has come 
to paſs, that ſo many of our Divines, 
as they are ſtiled, underſtand ſo little 
of the Scriptures, and that they know 
and practiſe ſo little of pure, genuine 
Chriſtianity. I would not be thought 
to reflect on any particular Perſons ; 
but hope thoſe, in whoſe Hands the 
Government of the Church is lodged, 
will conſider whether they are not 
much too careleſs in their Examinations 
of young Men for Ordination ? Whe- 
ther very many of them are not unqua- 
lified to teach and inſtruct, through 
Neglect of having carefully ſtudied the 
Word of God? And whether their 
Converſation be not ſuch as is unſuit- 

able 
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And a Commiſſioner for amend- 

ing the Laws, [ M] though poor- 
ly qualified for it. 

| He 


©. 


able to the Character conferred on 
them ?— It is with Uneaſineſs one is 
obliged to hint at theſe Things. But, 
ſurely, it is more than Time that they 
were reformed, and St. Paul's Rules 
were put in Practice, 
A wile, virtuous, prudent Clergy is 
the Glory and Happineſs of a Commu- 
nity, and there cannot be too much 
Care taken to procure it. (a) But if „ e 


Triers neglect the Means of doing this, introduction 


a Moral 
and admit all who are preſented to a pjiowphy, 


Curacy to Orders, if ſo be they will 5. I: © 
make Uſe of the Terms in Vogue, 
whether they underſtand them or no, 
they deſerve Cenſure, and are anſwer- 
able for all the ſad Conſequences which 
flow from Ignorance, Folly and Vice. 
[M] Commiſſioner for amending the 
Laws, though poorly qualified for it.] 
He as good as owns this in the follow- 
ing Paſſage : © When I was. a Trier of 


« others, 


t 
| 
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* others, I went to hear and gain Ex- 

9 pinch rather than to judge; when 

© I was called about mending Laws, I 

© rather was there to pray, than to 

« mend Laws: But in all theſe I con- 

« feſs, I might as well have been 
(a) Pas © ſpared.” (a) This is modeſt, and 


Legacy, p. 


109. very ingenuous: But ſuch a Confeflion, 


as few of our Gentlemen concerned in 

ſuch Matters, would chuſe to make, 
They frequently boaſt of the great 

Share they have in Buſineſs; though 

many of them may well be ſpared. — 

Let us confirm the Truth of Peters's 
Confeſſion, by Whitlock : © I was often 

© adviſed with by ſome of this Com- 

e mittee, and none of them was more 
active in this Buſineſs, than Mr, Hugh 

« Peters the Miniſter, who underſtood 

* little of the Law, but was very opi- 

*© nionative, and would frequently men- 
tion ſome Proceedings of Law in 

« Holland, wherein he was altogether 

71.) White *© miſtaken, ” (5)— The Ignorance and 
en 5*" Inability of the Man, with Regard to 
theſe Matters, we ſee are as plainly de- 
{ſcribed here, as in his own Words; 
though how to reconcile his Opinion- 
ativeneſs and Activity in it, with his 


goin 8 
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going to the Committee rather to pray, ö 
than to mend Laws, I confeſs, I know ; 
not. Perhaps he had forgot the Part he 

had acted.— This (a) Committee were _ (-) This 
eto take into Conſideration what In- Fasane 
* conveniences were in the Law, how 29 1 ie 
te the Miſchiefs that grow from Delays, © 

* the Chargeableneſs and Irregularities 

e in the Proceedings of the Law may 

«© be prevented, and the ſpeedieſt Way 

c to prevent the ſame.” In this Com- 

mittee with Peters, were Mr. Fountain, 

Mr. Ruſhworth, and Sir Anthony Aſhley 

Cooper, afterwards Earl of Shofsſtury, 

and Lord High Chancellor ; beſides 

many others of Rank and Figure. No 

great Matters followed from this Com- 

mittee, by Reaſon of the Hurry of the 
Times, and the Oppoſition which the 
Lawyers made to it. But the Parlia- 

ment had a little before (5) paſſed an 74) 08. 
&« Act that all the Books of the Law ;;;. NN 1 
* ſhould be put into Exgliſh; and that s. 

c all Writs, Proceſs, and Returns there- 

of, and all Patents, Commiſſions, 

% Indictments, Judgments, Records, 

“ and all Rules and Proccedings in 

** Courts of Juſtice, ſhall be in the 

« Engliſh Tongue only.“ This Act 
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or Ordinance (to ſpeak in the Language 
of the Times of which I am writing) 
does great Honour to the Parliament, 
and is an Argument of their good Senſe, 
and Concern for the Welfare of the 
People. It is amazing ſo good a Law 
ſhould not have been continued by pro- 
per Authority after the Reſtoration ! 
But it was a ſufficient Reaſon then to 
diſuſe a Thing, though ever ſo good in 
itſelf, that it had been enacted by an 
uſurped Power, Of ſuch fatal Conſe- 
quences are Prejudices ! But Thanks be 
unto God! we have ſeen the Time 
when this moſt excellent Ordinance has 


been again revived, and received the 


Sanction of the whole Legiſlature. — 
How much were it to be wiſhed, that 
a Committee of wiſe and prudent Per- 
ſons were once more employed to re- 
viſe, amend, and abridge our Laws! 
that we might know ourſelves how to 
act, and not be neceſſitated to make 
Uſe of thoſe, who (we are ſenſible) 
live on our Spoils.— This would add 
greatly to the Glory of our mo/? excellent 
Prince; and would be the beſt Em- 
ployment of that Peace, which his Vi 
dim has procured for us. But much 

| 13 
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He is accuſed of great Vices; 
but whether juſtly, or not, is a 
Queſtion, [V 

He 


«$« * * i 


we. A 


a. 


is it to be feared, that our Adverſaries 
will be too hard for us, and that we 
ſhall be obliged, for a Time at leaſt, 
to ſubmit to their Yoke, But when- 
ever the Spirit of true Patriotiſm ſhall 
generally poſſeſs the Breaſts of our Se- 
nators, I doubt not, but that they will 
apply themſelves to our Deliverance in 
good Earneſt, and bring it to Perfection 
(as it was long ago done in Denmark, 
and very lately in Pruſſia) in as much 
as the Happineſs of the Community 
abſolutely depends thereon. 

[N] Accuſed of great Vices ; but whe- 
ther juſtly, or not, is a Queſtion.) I 
will tranſcribe Dr. Baro:c& at large. (4) 
«© The wild Prophecies uttered by his 
& (Hugh Peters s) impure Mouth, were 
< ſtill received by the People with the 
ce ſame Veneration, as if they had been 
“ Oracles; though he was known to 
4e be infamous for more than one Kind 
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© of Wickedneſs. A Fact, which Mil- 
„ ton himſelf did not dare to deny, 
% when he purpoſely wrote his Apo- 
e logy, for this very End, to defend 
even by Name (as far as was poſſible) 
te the very blackeſt of the Conſpirators, 
* and Hugh Peters among the chief of 
% them, who were by Name accuſed 
oF manifeſt Impieties by their Ad- 


(«) Hit, © yerfaries.” — (a) Burnet ſays like- 


Vol. I. p. 
264. 


wiſe, ** He was a very vicious Man.” 


(b) Dra- - And 2 ) Langbainehints ſomething of an 


matic Poets 
P-. 339+ 


Affair that he had with a Butcher's 
«© Wife of Sepulchre's.” — Peters him- 
ſelf was not inſenſible of his ill Charac- 
ter amongſt the oppoſite Party, nor of 
the particular Vice Jaid to his Charge 


- by Langbaine: But he terms it Re- 


proach, and attributes it to his Zeal in 
the Cauſe, — © By my Zeal, it ſeems, 
<< I have expoſed myſelf to all Manner 
* of Reproach: But wiſh you to know, 
* that (beſides your Mother) I have 
had no Fellowſhip that Way with 
*© any Woman fince I knew her, hav- 
* ing a godly Wife before alſo, I bleſs 


A 


(e eg. God.“ (c) 


cv, p. 106. 


A Man is not allowed to be a Witneſs 
in his own Cauſe; nor ſhould, I think, 
MRS his 
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his Adverſaries Teſtimony be deemed 
full Proof. One loaden with ſuch an 
Accufation as Peters was, and ſuffering 
as a Traytor, when the Party Spirit 
ran high, and Revenge actuated the 
Breaſts of thofe who bore Rule: For 
ſuch a one to be traduced, and blacken- 
et beyond his Deſerts, is no Wonder, — 
It is indeed hard to prove a Negative ; 
and the concurring Teſtimony of Writ- 
ers to Peters's bad Character, makes one 
with Difficulty ſuſpend Aſſent unto it. 
But if the following Conſiderations be 
weighed, I ſhall not, perhaps, be 
blamed, for ſaying it was a Queſtion 
whether he was accuſed juſtly, or not ? 

1, The Accuſations againſt him came 
from known Enemies, thoſe who hated 
the Cauſe he was engaged in, and 
looked on it as deteſtable. It may eaſily 
therefore be ſuppoſed, that they were 
willing to blacken the Actors in it, or 
at leaſt, that they were ſuſceptible of 
ill Impreſſions concerning them, and 
ready to believe any evil Thing they 
heard of them. This will, if attended 
to, leſſen the Weight of their Evidence 
confiderably, and diſpoſe us to think 
that they may have miſrepreſented the 
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Characters of their Opponents. Bar- 
wick, at firſt Sight, appears an angry 
partial Writer; Burnet's Characters 
were never thought 70 ft; they were 
both Enemies to the Republican Party, 
though not equally furious and violent. 
Add to this, that neither of them, as 
far as appears, Ane any thing of Peters 
themſelves; and therefore what they 


write muſt be conſidered only as com- 


mon Fame, than which nothing is more 
uncertain, 

2, The Times in which Peters was 
on the Stage, were far enough from fa- 
vouring Vice (public Vice, for it is of 
this Peters is accuſed) in the Miniſterial, 
Character. He muſt be a Novice in 
the Hiſtory of thoſe Times, who knows 
not what a preciſe, demure Kind of Men 
the Preachers among the Parliamenta- 
rians were. They were careful not 


only of their Actions, but likewiſe of 


their Words and Looks; and allowed 
not themſelves in the innocent Gaities 
and Pleaſures of Life. I do not take 
on me to ſay, they were as good, as 
they pretended. to be, For aught I 
know, they might be, yea, perhaps, 
were proud, conceited, cenſorious, un- 


charitable, 
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charitable, avaritious. But then Drunk- 
enneſs, Whoredom, Adultery, and 
Swearing, were Things quite out of 
Vogue among them, nor was it ſuffered 
in them, So that how vicious ſoever 
their Inclinations might be, they were 
obliged to conceal them, and keep them 
from the Eye of the Public. It was 
this Sobriety of Behaviour, this Strict- 
neſs of Converſation, joined with their 
popular Talents in the Pulpit, that 
created them ſo much Reſpect, and 
cauſed ſuch a Regard to be paid unto 
their Advice and Direction. The Peo- 
ple in a Manner adored them, and 
were under their Government almoſt 
abſolutely, So that the leading Men 
in the Houſe of Commons, and thoſe, 
who after the King's Death were in the 
Adminiſtration of Affairs, were obliged 
to court them, and profeſs to admire 
them. Hence it was, that Men of ſuch 
Senſe as Pym, Hampden, Holles, Whit- 
lock, Selden, St. John, Cromwell, &c. 
fat ſo many Hours hearing their /ong- 
winded weak Prayers and Preachments ; 
that Men of the greateſt Note took it 
as an Honour to ſet with the Aſſembly 
of Divines, and treated them with fo 
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much Deference and Regard. For it 
was neceſſary to gain the Preachers, in 


Order to maintain their Credit with the 
People: Now, certainly, if Peters had 


been a Man ſo vicious as he is repre- 


ſented, he could have had no Influence 
over the People, nor would he have 
been treated by the then great Men, in 
the Manner he was. For they muſt 


have parted with him even for their 


own Sakes, unleſs they would have 
been looked on as Enemies to Godlineſs. 
But Peters was careſſed by the Great; 
his Prophecies were received as Oracles 
by the People; and he was of great Ser- 
vice to Cromwell: And therefore he 
could not ſurely (at leaſt publickly) be 
known to be infamous for more than one 
Kind of Wickedneſs, as Barwick aſſerts. 
In ſhort, Hypocriſy. was the Character- 
iſtic of Peters's Age: And, 


— © Hypocritic Zeal 


* Allows no Sins, but thoſe it can con- 


ec Ceal.“ | Dryden, 


3. Peters's Patrons ſeem to render 


the Account of his Wickednels very im- 
probable. We have ſeen that he was 
entertained by the Earl of Warwick, Sir 
Thomas 


Account of Hu gh Peters. 
Thomas Fairfax, and Oliver Cromwell, 


and that he was much careſſed and re- 


warded by the Parliament. How im- 
probable then is it, that Peters ſhould be 
infamous for Wickedneſs ! His Patrons 
were never accuſed of perſonal Vices; 
they were Men who made high Pre- 
tenſions to Religion; and the Cauſe 
they fought for, they talked of (if they 
did not think it to be) as the Cauſe of 
God, Now, with what Face could 
they have done this, if their Chaplaip, 
Confident and Tool, had been known 
to have been a very vicious Man ? Or, 
how could they have talked againſt ſcan- 
dalous Miniſters, who employed one 
moſt ſcandalous ? In ſhort, how could 
they reward Peters publickly, when they 
always profeſſed great Zeal for God- 
lineſs, and were for promoting it to the 
higheſt Pitch ? Men of their Wiſdom 
can hardly be thought to have acted ſo 
inconſiſtent a Part; nor is there any 
Thing in their whole Conduct, which 
would lead one to think they could be 
guilty of it. From all theſe Conſidera- 
tions therefore I think it reaſonable to 
make it a Queſtion, whether Peters was 
charged juſtly with great Vices? 


[0] A. 


39 


40 An Hiſtorical and Critical 


He was executed ſhortly after 
the Reſtoration ; though doubt- 
leſs, he had as much Reaſon to 


think he ſhould have eſcaped, as 
many others. [O] 


The 
[O] As much Reaſon to think he 


ſhould have eſcaped, as many others. 
I thought the Act of Indemnity would 
cc have included me, but the hard Cha- 
(a) Legacy, *© racter upon me excluded me.” (a) 
| yp. 106. And no Wonder he ſhould think fo, if 
it was true, „ that he never had his 
| Hand in any Man's Blood, but ſaved 
i C wa. p.“ many in Life and Eſtate,” (b) All 
| nt k that was laid to Peters's Charge was 
1 LI. Words; but Words, it muſt be owned, 
| unfit to be uttered : Yet if we conſider 
how many greater Offenders than 
Peters eſcaped capital Puniſhment, we 
may poſſibly think he had hard Mea- 
ſure. Harry Martyn, John Goodwin, 
and John Milton, ſpoke of Charles the 
Fir/t moſt reproachfully, and the two 
latter vindicated his Murther in their 
public Writings. As early as 1643, 


we 


Account of Hugh Peters. 
The Charge againſt him was 


for compaſſing and imagining 
the Death of the King, by con- 
ſpiring with Oliver Cromwell, at 
ſeveral Times and Places ; and 
procuring the Soldiers to demand 
Juſtice, by preaching divers Ser- 
mons to perſuade them to take 
oft the King, comparing him to 
Barabbas, &c. To which he 
pleaded in his own Defence, that 

the 


we find Martyn ſpeaking out plainly, 
« That it was better the King and 
ce his Children were deſtroyed, than 
e many ;” which Words were then 
looked on as fo high and dangerous, 
that he was committed by the Houſe 
to the Tower ; though ſhortly after re- 
leaſed and re-admitted to his Place in 
Parliament. (a) He continued ſtill 
virulent againſt the King, was one of 
his Judges, and acted as much as poſ- 
ſible againſt him. Goodwin juſtified 

| F the 


lock, P. 71. 
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the War began before he came 
into England; that ſince his 
Arrival, he had endeavoured to 
promote ſound Religion, the 
Reformation of Learning, and 
the Law, and Employment of 
the Poor ; that, for the better 
Effecting theſe Things, he had 

eſpouſed 


the Secluſion of the Members, which 
was the Prelude to Charles's Tragedy ; 
vindicated his Murther, and went 
into all the Meaſures of his Maſters ; 
and being a Man of ready Wit and 
great Learning, was of good Service 
to them. And as for Milton, there 
is no one but knows, that he wrote 
moſt ſharply againſt King Charles, 
and ſet forth his Actions in a terribly 
black Light. To take no Notice of 
his Writings againſt Salmaſius and 
More; what could be more cruel a- 
gainſt Charles, than his Tconoclaſtes l 
How bitter are his Obſervations, how 


cutting his Remarks on his Conduct! 
How 


hx bh &f 2 A 
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eſpouſed the Intereſt of the Par- | 
hament, in which he had acted | 
without Malice, Avarice, or 
Ambition ; and that whatever 


Prejudices or Paſſions might poſ- 
ſeſs 


* 


. 


How horribly provoking, to point out 

Sir Philip Sidney's Arcadia, as the 

Book from whence the © Prayer in the 

« Time of Captivity,” delivered to Dr. 

Juxon, immediately before his Death, 

Was chiefly taken (a)? One ſhould 338 
have thought this an Indignity never Ariicte 1. 


ton, Milton's 


to have been forgotten, nor forgiven, works, o. 
eſpecially as it was offerred by one — 2 
Who was Secretary to Cromwell, and 
who had ſpent the beſt Part of his 
Life in the Service of the Anti- Royal- 
z/ts, But yet Milton was preſerved 
as to Life and Fortune (happy for the 
polite Arts he was preſerved) and 
lived in great Eſteem among Men of 
Worth all his Days. Goodwin had 
the ſame good Fortune; and Martin 
eſcaped the Fate of many of his fel- 


low Judges; though on his Trial, he 
F 4 be- 
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ſeſs the Minds of Men, yet there 


was a God who knw theſe 
Things to be true. 

At the Place of Execution, 
when Chief Juſtice Coke was cut 


down 


— 


behaved no Way abjectly or meanly. 


All this had the Appearance of Cle- 


mency, and Peters might reaſonably 
have expected to ſhare in it. But, 
poor Wretch ! He had nothing to re- 
commend him, as theſe had, and 
therefore, though more innocent, fell 
without Pity. Martin, as it was re- 
ported, eſcaped meerly by his Vices 


Ts by ret, (b) ; Goodwin having been a zealous 


Arminian, and a Sower of Diviſion 
among the Sectaries, on theſe Ac- 
counts had Friends: But what Mil- 
ton's Merit with the Courtiers was, 


Burnet lays not. Though, if I am not 


miſtaken, it was his having ſaved Sir 
Milliam Davenant's Life formerly, 
which was the Occaſion of the Fa- 


vour ſhewn to him. Merit or Inte- 


reſt, in che Eyes of the then Cour- 


tiers 


— — T *" a—— { 
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down and embowelled, Hugh 
Peters was then ordered to be 
brought that he might ſee it; 
and the Executioner came to 
him, rubbing his bloody Hands, 

. aſked 


——— 
— 


tiers theſe had; but Peters, though 
he had ſaved many a Life and Eſtate, 
was forgotten by thoſe whom in their 
Diſtreſs he had ſerved, and given up 
to the Hangman.,—But the Sentence 
paſſed on him, and much more the 
Execution of it, will ſeem very rigo- 
rous, if we conſider that it was only 
for Words; for Words uttered in a 
Time of Confuſion, Uproar, and War. 
I am not Lawyer enough to deter- 
mine, whether by any Statute then in 
Force, Words were Treaſon. Lord 
Strafford (a), in his Defence at the (Tra, p. 
Bar of the Houſe of Lords, ſays ex- %% 0. 
preſly, © No Statute makes Words 
% Treaſon.” But allowing they were, 
ſuch a Law muſt be deemed to have 
been hard, and wnfit for Execution: 
Eſpecially as the Words were ſpoken 

in 


when he was upon the Ladder, 
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aſked him how he liked that 
Work ? He told him, that he 


was not at all terrified, and that 
he might do his worſt. And 


he 


93 


in Times of Civil Commotion. For 
in ſuch Seaſons Men ſay and do, in a 


Manner, what they liſt, the Laws are 


diſregarded, and Rank and Character 
unminded. Contempt is poured on 
Princes, and the Nobles are had in 
Deriſion. Theſe are the natural Con- 
ſequences of Wars and Tumults; and 
wiſe Men foreſee and expect them. 
But were all concerned in them to be 


puniſhed, whole Cities would be turn- 


ed into Shambles. To overlook and 
forgive what has been ſaid on ſuch Oc- 
caſions, is a Part of Wiſdom and Pru- 


dence, and what has been almoſt always 


practiſed, Never were there greater 
Liberties taken with Princes, never 
more dangerous Doctrines inculcated 
by Preachers, than in France, during 
Part of the Reigns of the 3d and 4th 

Henry, 
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he ſaid to the Sheriff, Sir, You 

have butchered one of the Ser- 

vants of God before my Eyes, 

and have forced me to ſee it, 

in order to terrify and N 


age 


— 


Henry. © The College of Sorbon- 
* ne, by common Conſent, concluded 
« that the French were diſcharged 
« from the Oath of Allegiance to 
« Henry the Third, and that they 
«© might arm themſelves in Oppoſi- 
* tion to him.” In Conſequence of 
which, the People vented their Rage 
againſt him, in Satyrs, Lampoons, Li- 
bels, infamous Reports and Calum- 
nies, of which the moſt moderate 
were Tyrant and Apoſtate. And the 
Curates refuſed Abſlution to ſuch as 
owned they could not renounce him 
(a). And the fame Sorboniſis decreed 7a) Main. 
all thoſe who favoured the Party of bd. 


tory of the 


Henry the Fourth, to be in a mortal tame, 
ranſlated by 


Sin, and hable to Damnation ; and Dryder, 04, 


N as reſiſted him, Champions of >. 2 


the Faith, and to be rewarded with a #37: 
Crown 


48 
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age me; but God has permit- 
ted 


Crown of Martyrdom (6). Theſe De- 


crees produced terrible Effects: And 


yet, when Henry the Fourth had fully 
eſtabliſhed himſelf on the Throne, I 


do not remember that he called any 


of theſe Doctors to an Account, or 
that one of them was executed. That 
wiſe Prince, undoubtedly, conſidered 
the Times, and viewed theſe Wretches 
with Pity and Contempt, for being the 
Tools of cunning artful Men, who 
veiled their ambitious Deſigns under 
the Cloke of Religion. 

So that really conſidering what had 
paſſed abroad, and what paſſed un- 
der his own Obſervation, Peters had 
Reaſon to think that the Ad of In- 
demmty would have included him.— 
But ſetting aſide all this, I believe all 
impartial Judges, will think he had 
hard Meaſure dealt him, when they 


conſider that thoſe who preached up 


Doctrines in the Pulpit as bad as Pe- 


ters, and thoſe likewiſe who, though 


Guardians of our Laws and Liberties, 
and 


Sen 


ee. 
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ted it for my Support and En- 


couragement. 


and ſworn to maintain them, deliver- 
ed Opinions deſtructive of them, even 
from the Bench: I ſay, whoever con- 
fiders the comparatively mild Treat- 
ment theſe Men have met with, will 
be apt to judge the Puniſhment of 
Peters very ſevere. What was the 
Crime of Peters? Was it not the juſ- 
tifying and magnifying the King's 
Death? And is this worſe than the 
Doctrine of Montague, Sibthorp, and 
Manwaring, which ſet the King a- 
bove all Laws, and gave him a Power 
to do as he liſt? Is this worſe 
than the Opinion of the Judges in 
Charles the Firſt and James the Second's 
Time, whereby it was given for Law, 
that the King might take from his 
Subjects without Conſent of Parliament, 
and diſpenſe with the Laws enacted 
by it? Far from it. For the depri- 
ving of the People of their Rights and 
Liberties, or the arguing for the Ex- 
pediency and Juſtice of ſo doing, is 
a Crime of a higher Nature, than 

G the 
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One of the Prodigies of thoſe 
Times attended Peters going to 
the Gibbet; [P] 

which, 


the murthering, or magnifying the 
Murther of the wiſeſt and beſt Prince 
under Heaven. The Loſs of a good 
Prince is greatly to be lamented ; but 
it is a Loſs which may be repaired : 
Whereas the Loſs of a Peoples Liber- 
ties is ſeldom or ever to be recovered : 
And, conſequently, the Foe to the 
latter is much more deteſtable than 
the Foc to the former.—But what was 
the Puniſhment of the Juſtifiers and 
Magnifiers of the Deſtruction of the 


Rights and Liberties of the People? 


Reprimands at the Bar of one or other 
of the Houſes, Fines, or Impriſon- 
ment: Not a Man of them graced the 


_ Gallows, though none, perhaps, would 


better have become it. Peters, there- 
fore, ſuffered more than others, though 
he had done leſs to deſerve it than o- 
thers, which we may well ſuppoſe 
was contrary to his Expectation. 

[P] One of the Prodigies of theſe 


1 ,s 


c . 
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which, as it may afford ſome 
Diver- 


ah. 


— 


— = — 


Times attended Peters going to the Gib- 
bet.) *Amongſt the innumerable Li- 
„ bels which they (the Fanaticks) 
40 „ publiſhed for two Years together, 
* thoſe were moſt pregnant, with Se- 
te dition, which they publiſhed con- 
s cerning Prodigies. Amongſt theſe, 
all the Prodigies in Livy were ſeen 
* every Day: Two Suns; Ships ſail- 
ing in the Air; a bloody Rainbow; 
< -1t rained Stones; a Lamb with two 
Heads; Cathedral Churches every 
« where ſet on Fire by Lightning ; 
« an Ox that ſpoke; a Hen turned 
into a Cock; a Mule brought forth; 
« five beautiful young Men ſtood by 
e the Regicides while they ſuffered ; 
« a very bright Star ſhone A. their 


« Quarters that were ſtuck upon the 


City Gates. —A certain Perſon re- 
« joicing at the Execution of Harri- 
* ſon the Regicide, was ſtruck with 
« a ſudden Pally; another inveighing 
« againſt Peters as he went to the 
Gibbet, was torn and almoſt killed 

0-8: « by 
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Diverſion to the Reader, 1 


ſhall give an Account of. 


"— 
— — 


* by his own tame favourite Dog ;— 
te with an infinite Number of ſuch 


(a) Park's E prodigious Lies (a).“ What ridicu- 


Hiſt. of his 


own Time, 


p- 23. Tr 


lous Tales are here! How worthy to 


fared by be preſerved in a Work called an Hi- 


Newlin, 


Lond, 1727 


38 vo. 


ſtory ! The Fanaticks, if they report- 


ed theſe Things, undoubtedly report- 
ed Lies; though many of them, in 
great Simplicity of Heart, believed 
them. However, it is no great Wiſ- 
dom to relate idle Stories to diſgrace 
the Underſtanding, or impeach the 
Honeſty of Parties. For weak, cre- 
dulous, ſuperſtitious Men, are to be 
found on all Sides. The Reader, as 
he has a Right, is welcome to Laugh 


at theſe Stories. And, to contribute 


to his Mirth, I will add the following 
« Relation, of a Child born in Lon- 
* don with a double or divided tongue, 
which the third Day after it was 
© born, cried a King, a King, and bid 
«© them bring it to the King, The 
« Mother of the Child faith, it told 
6e her of all that happened in Eng- 

« land 
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He was weak, ignorant, and 
zealous, and, conſequently, a 
proper Tool for ambitious, art- 


ful Men to make Uſe of [ Q ]. 


* [and ſince, and much more, which 

© ſhe dare not utter. A Gentleman, 

te in the Company, took the Child 

ce in his Arms, and gave it Money; 
and aſked what it would do with it? 

* To which it anſwered aloud, that 

it would give it to the King.” This 

Story matches pretty well the others, 

and, I believe, will be thought equal- 

ly as ridiculous, and yet the Relator 

of it, (no leſs a Man than Biſhop 
Bramball) ſays, he cannot eſteem 7 leſs 

than a Miracle (a). But let us away ge 
with theſe Trifles; they are fit for c vel. 
nothing but Ridicule, and can ſerve © ***: 
no Purpoſe, unleſs it be to ſhew the 
Weakneſs of the human Underſtand- 

ing, or the Wickedneſs of the human 
Heart: Though theſe are many Times, 

by other Things, but too apparent. 

[Al Weak, ignorant, and zealous, 


and, 
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and, conſequently, @ proper Taal for 
embitious, artful Men to make Uſe of. l 
Peters Weakneſs, Ignorance, and Zea 

appear from his own Confeſſion, as well 
as the Teſtimony of Whithck before 
quoted. Now ſuch a Man as this was 
thoroughly qualified to be a Tool, and 
could hardly fail of being imployec 

for that Purpoſe. Fools are the In- 
ſtruments of Knaves : Or, to ſpeak 


ſofter, Men of ſmall Underſtandings 


are under the Direction and Influence 


of thoſe who poſſeſs great Abilities, 


Let a Man be ever ſo wiſe and ambi- 


tious, he never would gain the Point 


he aims at, were all Men pou ſſeſſed of 
equal Talents with himſelf. For the 
would ſee his Aims, and would 28 


to be made Uſe of as Tools to accom- 
| == them. They would look through 


is ſpecious Pretences, they would 
ſeparate Appearances from Realities, 
and fruſtrate his ſelfiſh Intentions : So 
that his Skill would ſtand him 1 in lit- 

tle Stead, © 
But as the Bulk of Men are formed, 
nothing in the World is eaſier than to 
impoſe on them. They ſee not be- 
vond the preſent moment, and * 
all 


at ky dS eee od Res eee. oo 


* 
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all for Goſpel that is told them. And of 


fily the Dupes of ctafty, ambitious 
Men, as thoſe who have attained juſt 
Knowledge enough to be proud and 
vain, It is but to flatter them, and 
you become their Maſter, and lead 
them what Lengths you pleaſe, And 
if they happen to have active Spirits, 
8 may make them accompliſh your 

eligns, even without their being 
ſenſible of it, Thoſe who have great 
Things to execute, know this; and 
therefore are careful to have as ma- 
ny of theſe Inftruments as poſlible, 
.to manage the Multitude when there 
1s Occaſion ; for which End they care- 
fully obſerve their Foibles, and ſeem- 
ingly fall in with their Notions, and 
thereby ſecure them. Hence it has 
come to paſs, that Real Great Men 
have paid very uncommon Reſpect to 
thoſe they deſpiſed. They knew they 
might be of Uſe; and therefore 
were worth gaining, Peters muſt 
neceſſarily have appeared in a con- 

temptible Light to Cromuell: But as 


his Ignorance and Zeal qualified him 


for Buſineſs, which wiſer and more 
mode- 


theſe, there are none who become ſo ea- 
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moderate Men would have declined, 
he was thought worthy of being ca- 
reſſed; and had that Reſpect paid 
him, which was neceſſary to keep 
him tight to the Cauſe. And, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, they have been Men 
of Peters Size of Underſtanding, Who 
have been ſubſervient to the Intereſts 
of aſpiring Stateſmen, and the Imple- 
ments of thoſe in Power. Were not (a) 
Shaa and Pinker weak Men, in aſſiſt- 
ing the then Duke of Glouceſter, Pro- 


tector, afterwards Richard the Third, 


to fix the Crown on his own Head? 
Armed with Impudence, Shaa at 
Paul's Croſs, declared the Children of 
Edward the Fourth Baſtards; and Pin- 
ker at St. Mary's Hoſpital, ſounded 
forth the Praiſe of the Protector: Both 
ſo full, adds the Hiſtorian, of tedious 
Flattery, as no Man's Ear could abide 
them. () What was John Padilla's 
Prieſt, who did not fail every Sunday 
to recommend him, and the Sedition 
of which he was the great Promoter, 
with a Pater-Noſter and an Ave Ma- 


ria? Indeed, ill Uſage from the Re- 


bels cauſed him to change his Note 


ſoon after, and to adviſe his People to 
5 
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ery out, Long hve the King, and let 
Padilla "periſh | / 

To come nearer Home. — Was * 
Sache veral a weak, ignorant Man, 
be made the Tool of a Party ? Would 
any but ſuch a one, have expoſed him- 
ſelf by a nonſenſical Sermon, ſet the 
Nation in a Flame, and brought him- 
ſelf into Trouble ?— But he was in the 
Hands of intriguing Politicians, who 
ſpurred him on, and made him the In- 
ſtrument of raiſing a Cry of an imagi- 
nary Danger, which ſerved many Pur- 
poſes to themſelves, though detrimental 
to the Nation,— And what Character 
have our Jacobite Clergymen univerſally 
deſerved ? If we will not be uncharita- 
ble, we muſt impute their Behaviour 
to Tenorance, and the Influence they 
have been under. For Men of Senſe 
and Penetration could never have ſet 
themſelves to infuſe Notions into their 
Flocks, which have no other Tenden 


than to inſlave Body and Soul: And 


Men uninfluenced, would not run the 
Riſk of the Gallows, for the Sake of 
Nonſenſe and Abſurdity, as Jacobitiſin 
really is. But they have been the Dupes 
of wicked, artful, and ambitious Men, 

3 Who 
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All Preachers ought to be warn'd 
by his Fate, againſt going out 
of their Province, and meddling 
with Things, which no Way 
belong to them. [R 

But 


— A — — — 


who have blinded their Underſtandings, 
and by Flatteries and Careſſes, gained 
their Affections; and conſequently the 
poor Wretches are the Objects of Pity. 

So that Peters, we ſee, was as his 
Brethren have been and are. His Faults 
aroſe chiefly from his Weakneſs, and 
his being in the Hands of thoſe who 
knew how to make Uſe of him. Had 
he contented himſelf with Obſcurity, 
he had avoided Danger ; which indeed 
is the chief Security for the Virtue, 
Eaſe, and Welfare of Men, in ſuch a 


noiſy, contentious World as this. 


[R] Al! Preachers ought to be warned 
by his Fate, againſt going out of their 
Province.) The Buſineſs of the Clergy 
is that of inſtructing the People in Piety 
and Virtue, If ever they meddle with 

Civil 


AN 
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Civil Matters, it ought to be only with 
an Intent to promote Peace and Hap- 
pineſs, by exhorting Princes to rule 
with Equity and Moderation, and Sub- 
jects to obey with Willingneſs and Plea- 
ſure, This, I ſay, is what alone con- 
cerns them ; and if they confine them- 
ſelves within theſe Bounds, they merit 
Praiſe, But, if inſtead hereof they 
mix with Civil Factions, and endeavour 
to promote Hatred, Strife, and Con- 
tention ; if they aſpire to bear Rule, 
and attempt to embroil Matters, in order 
to render themſelves of ſome Impor- 
tance ; they then become not only really 
contemptible, but likewiſe criminal. 

* The Clergy, es the Marquis of 
* Ormonde juſtly obſerves, have not 
ee been happy to themſelves or others, 
* when they have aſpired to a Rule, 
* ſo cantrary to their Function.“ — 
Nature never ſeems to have intended 
the Clergy, any more than the Goſpel, 
for State-Affairs. For Men brought up 
in Colleges, and little verſed in the 
World, as they generally are, make 
wretched Work when they come to 
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intermeddle with ſecular Matters. TO 


govern well, requires great Knowledge 
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of human Nature, the particular In- 
tereſts, Diſpoſi tions and Tempers of 
the People one has to do with, the Law 
of Nations, and more eſpecially the 
Laws of the Country. Great Skill and 
Addreſs likewiſe are required to manage 
the different and contradictory Tem- 
pers of Men, and make them conſpire 
to promote the public Happineſs; as 
likewiſe great Practice in Buſineſs, in 
order to diſpatch it with Speed and 
Safety. And therefore it is evident, 
that the Clergy, from the Nature of 
their Education, as well as their Pro- 
feſſion, cannot be qualified for it.— 
They ſhould therefore ſeriouſly weigh 
their Incapacity for Civil Affairs; and 
how inconſiſtent they are with the Bu- 
ſineſs, to which they have ſolemnly 
engaged to devote themſelves, They 
ſhould conſider how contemptible and 
ridiculous they render themſelves in the 
Eyes of all wiſe and good Men, when 
they engage in Parties, and moſt hateful 
when they ſtir up Wars and Tumults. 
They ſhould have the Dignity of their 
Character before their Eyes, and ſcorn 
to diſgrace it, by letting themſelves 
out to ambitious, ſelf-intereſted Men. 

Theſe 


Account of Hugh Peters. 


But, perhaps, they are caution- 
ed in vain. [S) 


—— — 


Theſe Things they ſhould do; and a 
very ſmall Degree of Knowledge and 
Reflection will enable them to keep 
themſelves from fis, which is one of 
the greateſt Blemiſhes which can be 

found in their CharaQter,— | 
If this is not ſufficient, let them call 
to their Minds Peters: Who, after 
having been ſought to, and careſſed 
by the moſt eminent Perſonages, was 
obliged to ſkulk about privately ; was 
ſeized by the Officers of public Juſtice ; 
laden with Infamy and Reproach, and 
embowelled by the Hangman. — He 

that hath Ears to hear, let him hear. 
[S] Perhaps they are cautioned in 
vain.) No Men in the World ſeem 
leſs willing to hearken to Advice than 
the Clergy. Puffed up with a Conceit 
of their own Knowledge and Abilities, 
and being uſed to diftate uncontrouled 
from the Pulpit, they with Contempt 
hearken to Inſtruction, and are unin- 
fluenced by Perſuaſion. For which Rea- 
ſon, 


Or 
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ſon, I ſay, Perbaps they are cautioned in 
vam, Peters's Fate will not deter them, 
but engage in Factions they ſtill will. — 
After the Reftoration, the Pulpits ſound- 
ed loud with the Doctrines of Paſſive 
Obedience and Non-refitance ; the Whigs 
and Preſbyterians were repreſented as 
Villains ; the Power of the Church was 
magnified, and the Regal Power was 
repreſented as Sacred as that of God 
himſelf, Then Sam. Parker and his 
Fellows aroſe, full of Rage and Venom ; 
who treated all who oppoſed them, 
with ill Manners and Severity. Then 
were Engliſhmen pronounced Slaves, in 
Effect, by Hicks in his Jovian; and 
then was the infamous Oxford Decree 
framed, which was doomed to the 
Flames, by the Sentence of the moſt 
auguſt Aſſembly in the World, Anno 
I710, 

T he Biſhops ſtood firm by the Duke 
of York; and the whole Clergy, in a 
manner, damned the Bill of Excluſion. 
In ſhort, ſuch was their Behaviour, 
that they fell under great Contempt, 
and were treated with much Severity.— 


Under James the Second, they acted the 


lame Part; and would undoubtedly 


have 
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have continued his faſt Friends, had he 
not given Liberty to the Diſſenters, and 


touched them in their moſt tender Part, 


even that of their Revenue, by thruſt- 
ing in Popiſb Perſons into their Colleges. 
This alarmed them: They ſuddenly 
tacked about ; wiſhed heartily for the 
coming of the Prince of Orange, and 
prayed for his Succeſs. He came and 
delivered them out of the Hands of 
their Enemies ; but they could not be 
quiet and thankful, Numbers of them 
refuſed to own his Government ; many 
of them joined in Meaſures to reſtore 
the Tyrant James; and a great Part 
did all that in them lay, to blacken and 
diſtreſs their Deliverer,— Lefly, Sache- 
veral, &c. worked hard to inculcate 
on Men's Minds the Danger of the 
Church; the Deſigns of the Diſſenters; 
the Villainy of the Miniſtry, during 
the firſt and glorious Part of Queen 
Ann's Reign; in which they were but 
too ſucceſsful, — 

When the Proteſtant Succeſſion took 
Place, it was railed at, and even curſed 
by theſe Men, and many of them at- 
tempted to ſet up an abjured Pretender. 


Their Attempts however were vain : 


Though 
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Though for theſe their Endeavours, 
Parſon Paul made his Exit at the Gal- 
lows, and the celebrated Atterbury died 
in Exile, - What has been, and is the 
Temper ſince, every one knows, The 
Oxford Affair is too freſh in Memory, 
to let us remain ignorant of the Diſpo- 
ſition of many of the Clergy. They 
are of Peters's buſy, meddling Diſpoſi- 
tion; though, I hope, they will not 
merit his Fate. 

Far be it from me, to point theſe 
Reflections at the whole Body of the 
Clergy, Numbers of them have been, 


and are Men of great Worth ; who not 


only dignify their Office, but add Luſ- 
tre to the human Nature, He muſt 
have loſt all Senſe of Excellency, who 
is not ſtruck with the Generoſity of 
Tillotſon, the Integrity of Clarke, the 
Chriſtian Sentiments of Hoadley, the 
Worth of Butler (on whoſe late Ad- 
vancement, I beg Leave to congratulate 
the Public) and the Piety, Humanity, 
and Patriotiſm of Herring. 


Theſe, and many others have been 


Ornaments of the Body, to which they 
belong, and have never ſtudied to em- 
broil us, or promote a Party-Spirit a- 

mong 
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mong us. Rectitude and Benevolence, 


Piety, and Self-Government, have been 


their Themes: Theſe with uncommon 
Abilities they have taught; and thoſe 
who tread in their Steps, cannot fail of 
being honoured now and for ever !— 
But thoſe who make it their Buſineſs 
to poiſon the Minds of the People with 
factious and ſeditious Diſcourſes ; thoſe 
who cenſure their Governors for Ac- 
tions, of which they are frequently no 
competent Judges, and traduce and 
vilify every Thing, right or wrong ; 
thoſe who join with the ſworn Foes of 
the beſt of Princes, and ſtrive to pro- 
mote an Intereſt incompatible with the 


public Good, are the Men, who de- 


ſerve Titles, which I do not care to give: 
And they may be certain, that though 
through the Lenity of the preſent Go- 
vernment they may eſcape unpuniſhed, 
yet Contempt will be their Portion 
from all Men of Senſe. For, when 


Men pervert ſo excellent an Office as 


that of the Miniſtry, to the Purpoſes 

of Ambition and the Luſt of Power, 
| hardly any Cenſure too ſevere can be 
caſt on them. 
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(a) The 
Keverend 
Mr. Birch, 
F. R. S. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


INCE Tranſcribing theſe 
Papers for the Preſs, (a) a 


very learned Gentleman has 


been ſo kind as to impart to me 
an Account of Peters's Writings 


(his laſt Legacy excepted, from 


Which a good Deal has been in- 


ſerted in this Work) which I 


doubt not will be highly ac- 


ceptable to the Curious. [P] 


As 


* 
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[P] Which J take not will be high- 


by acceptable to the Curious.) In April, 


1646, he preached a Sermon before 


both Houſes of Parliament, the Lord 


Mayor and Aldermen of London, and 
the Aſſembly of Divines, which was 
printed 
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As likewiſe a Letter from 
Col. Lockhart to Secretary Thur- 


loe, 


2 


printed in Quarto. In this Sermon he 
expreſſes his Deſire that ſome ſhorter 
Way might be found to further Juſ- 
© tice; and that two or three Friend- 
makers might be ſet up in every 
© Pariſh, without whoſe Labour and 
Leave, none ſhould implead another. 
He propoſed likewiſe that the Char- 
ter-Houſe ſhould be converted into an 
Hoſpital for lame Soldiers. 

In the ſame Year 1646, he publiſhed 
at London, in a Quarto Pamphlet of 
fifteen Pages, intitled, * Peters's laſt 
* Report of the Engh/ſh Wars, occa- 
* floned by the Importunity of a 
Friend, preſſing an Anſwer to ſome 
Queries: 


I. Why he was ſilent at the Sur- 
render of Oxford? 

II. What he obſerved at Worceſter, 
it being the laſt Town in the King's 
Hand ? 


I 2 III. What 
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loe, concerning Peters, which, as 
very characteriſtical of the Man, 

and 


III. What were beſt to be done 

with the Army? | 
IV. If he had any Expedient for 

the preſent Difference ? OS 

V. What his Thoughts were in Re- 
lation to Foreign States ? 
VI. How theſe late Mercies and 
Conqueſts might be preſerved and 
improved ? 

VII. Why his Name appears in ſo 
many Books, not without Blots, and 
he never wipe them off? 


In this Pamphlet he obſerves, p. 14. 
| 'That he had lived about ſix Years 
near that famous Scotſman, Mr. Jobn 
Forbes; With whom, ſays he, I 
0 * travelled into Germany, and enjoyed 
1 him in much Love and Sweetneſs 
* conſtantly ; from whom I never had 
* but Encouragement, though we dif- 
* fered in the Way of our Churches. 
Learned Ameſius breathed his laſt 
* Breath into my Baſom, who left his 
Eng: - Pro- 
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and containing ſome curious Par- 
ticulars 
Profeſſorſhip in Fr:izeland, to live 
with me, becauſe of my Church's 
Independency, at Rotterdam: He 
was my Collegue and choſen Bro- 
ther to the Church, where I was an 
unworthy Paſtor.” 
In 1647, he publiſhed at Londor, 
in Quarto, a Pamphlet of fourteen 
Pages, intitled, A Word for the Army, 
and two Words to the Kingdom, to clear 
the one and cure the other, forced in 
much Plainneſs and Brevity, from their 
faithful Servant, Hugh Peters. 

It appears by a Pamphlet, printed 
in 1651, written by R. V. of Gray's- 
Inn, and intitled, A Plea for the Com- 
mon Laws of England, that it was 
written in Anſwer to Mr. Peters's good 
Work for a good Magiſtrate, or a ſhort 
Cut to great Quiet; in which Mr. 
Peters had propoſed the Extirpation 
of the whole Syſtem of our Laws, and 
particularly recommended, that the old 
Records in the Tower ſhould be burnt, 
as the Monuments of Tyranny.— 


„ 
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ticulars relating to him, I cannot 


forbear giving at Length. [RJ 


75 cannot Jarovar giving at 
Lengtb.] 


Colonel Lack 70 v Secretary Thule, 


State Papers, 


From Dunkirk, July 8-18, 1658. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
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Could not ſuffer our worthy 
Friend, Mr. Peters, to come a- 
way from Dunkirk, without a Teſ- 
timony of the great Benefits we have 


all received from him in this Place, 


where he hath laid himſelf forth 


in great Charity and Goodneſs in 
Sermons, Prayers, and "Xt wes ig 
in viſiting and relieving the Sick and 
Wounded ; and, in all theſe, profi- 
tably applying the ſingular Talent 
God hath beſtowed upon him to 
the chief Ends, proper for our Au- 
ditory : For he hath not only ſhew- 
ed the Soldiers their Duty to God, 
and preſſed it Home upon them, I 
hope to good Advantage, but hath 
likewiſe acquainted them with their 
Obligations of Obedience to his 
Highneſs's Government, and Aﬀec- 
tion 
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tion to his Perſon. He hath laboured 
amongſt us here with much Good- 


will, and ſeems to enlarge his Heart 
towards us, and Care of us for man 
other Things, the Effects whereof 1 
deſign to leave upon that Providence 
which hath broughtus hither, It were 
ſuperfluous to tell your Lordſhip the 
Story of our preſent Condition, either 
as to the Civil Government, Works, 
or Soldiery. He who hath {ſtudied all 
theſe more than any I know here, can 
certainly give the beſt Account of 
them. Wherefore I commit the 
whole to his Information, and beg 
your Lordſhip's caſting a favourable 
Eye upon ſuch Propoſitions, as he 
will offer to your Lordſhip for the 
Good of this Garriſon.” I am, 
May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
Your moſt humble, faithful, 
and obedient Servant, 


Will. Lockhart, 


[ This Part 1s all written with Lock- 
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hart's own Hand.] 
My LORD, | 
R. Peters hath taken Leave 
at leaſt three or four Times, 


pdut ſtill ſomething falls out, which 


© hinders 
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hinders his Return to England. He 
hath been twice at Bergh, and hath 
ſpoke with the * Cardinal three 
or four Times; I kept myſelf 
by, and had a Care that he did 
not importune him with too long 
Speeches. He returns, loaden with 
an Account of all Things here, and 
hath undertaken every Man's Buſi- 
neſs. I muſt give him that Teſti- 
mony, that he gave us three or four 
very honeſt Sermons ; and if it were 
poſſible to get him to mind Preach- 


ing, and to forbear the troubling 


himſelf with other Things, he would 


certainly prove a very fit Miniſter 


for Soldiers, I hope he cometh 
well ſatisfied from this Place. He 
hath often infinuated to me his De- 
fire to ſtay here, if he had a Call. 
Some of the Officers alſo have been 
with me to that Purpoſe ; but I have 
ſhifted him ſo handſomely, as, I 
hope, he will not be diſpleaſed: For 
I have told him, that the greateſt 
Service he can do us, is to go to Eng- 
land, and carry on his Propoſitions, 
and to own us in all our other In- 
tereſts, which he hath undertaken 
with much Zeal.'— 
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